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Living & Arts

Glitz, glamour and everyday life
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Section B

Photographer
Rose Hartman’s
iconic images at
Hostetler Gallery
By Brian Bushard
bbushard@inkym.com

Rose Hartman got her start in
what she calls “glitz photography”
shooting the wedding of Ernest
Hemingway’s granddaughter Joan
in 1976.
It was a time when she was regularly invited to galas, nightclubs
and private homes for back-stage
and red-carpet photo shoots. Those
were the analog film days.
Nearly 50 years later, she finds
herself taking photos of people on
the streets of Stockholm, Copenhagen and Mallorca through the
lens of an iPhone 10.
“I was very pleased with the photos and I’m very critical of photographs,” Hartman said. “The
technology is so advanced I could
never have dreamed of this in the
past.”
But the smartphone photos she
takes are like nothing you usually
see on Instagram or Facebook.
There’s a difference between a selfie
or a family photo and an artistic
photograph, she said. Even if it’s
taken on an iPhone, the process still
requires an eye for art behind the
shot. To this day, Hartman said she
has never taken a selfie.
“I cannot bear the fact that most
people spend the day photographing
themselves or the key lime pie
they’ve just eaten,” said Hartman,
whose work has appeared in magazines and newspapers like Vanity
Fair, Vogue, New York Magazine,
Rolling Stone, The New York Times
and London Sunday Times since the
1960s.
“I find it so narcissistic. If you’re
just a person having a meal, it’s be-

Black and white phonos by Rose Hartman; Bottom left by Nicole Harnishfeger

Clockwise from top: Photographer Rose Hartman captured Bianca Jagger astride a white stallion at her 30th
birthday party at legendary New York City nightclub Studio 54 in 1977; Rolling Stones front man Mick Jagger at
his then-wife Bianca’s 30th birthday; Hartman, left, and Hostetler Gallery owner Susan Hostetler outside the Centre Street gallery last week. Hartman will be in attendance for the opening reception of her “Magical Glances”
exhibit at the gallery Saturday, discussing her work from the bench outside.

TWN telethon channels old-school variety show
HARTMAN, PAGE 5B
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Big-name entertainers
at “On with the Show”
fundraiser Sunday
By Brian Bushard

wanted to recreate the telethons and
variety shows he remembers watching as a child. “On With the Show,
Spotlight on the Future” is scheduled for Sunday
night
at 6 p.m. on
Powered
by TECNAVIA
NCTV and YouTube.
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Hartman: Iconic photos at Hostetler Gallery
(Continued from page 1B)

yond my understanding. Too
many people spend too much
time on their phones rather
than having sincere interactions.”
Twenty-three of Hartman’s photos are on display at
the Hostetler Gallery on Centre Street in an exhibit called
“Magical Glances.” Hartman
will be in attendance at a reception from 6-8 p.m. Saturday, sitting on a bench outside
the gallery, discussing the
photographs and her work.
“I consider myself a social
historian, a documentary
photographer and somebody
who chases style,” she said.
“Somebody walking down
the street wearing a wonderful patterned dress, I might
say you look marvelous and
take a photo then and there. I
have a feeling that I know.”
Her photos include iconic
shots of celebrities like Andy
Warhol, Mick Jagger and his
ex-wife Bianca Jagger, who
Hartman caught riding a
stallion at her 30th birthday
party in the former Studio 54
nightclub in New York.
They also include shots of
everyday people, like a
woman carrying a water jug
on her head in India, or a
black-and-white photo of
young men in clown costumes
showing seductive expressions.
“I feel an attraction to my
subjects,” she said. “Obviously
I’m attracted to Mick Jagger
because I know how brilliant
a singer and performer he is.
But I was driven around as a
guest of the Indian government and I saw a woman
with a water vase on top of
her head. I couldn’t have a
conversation with her but she
seemed quite comfortable.”
When Hartman saw Ralph
Lauren and his wife Ricky
walking the red carpet outside a New York City Ballet
gala, she immediately took
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Photographer Rose Hartman’s “St. Barts Beauty.”
out her camera.
It was 1993. Hartman
asked Ricky, who was wearing a long black dress and
white gloves, which designer
she was wearing. She was
looking for an expression of
incredulity and laughter
apart from the ordinary public smile. Ricky started to
laugh.
“I want to rip away the
public persona,” Hartman
said. “Of course we know who
she’s wearing. But by asking,
I got the real picture, which is
the point.”
Photography, Hartman
said, comes down to a feeling
of intimacy and attraction.
The photo of Mick Jagger
in a white suit holding a glass
of wine and staring into the
void in Studio 54 tells the
story of a famous man alone.
That’s the intimacy, Hartman
said. There was a crowd of
150 people around him at the
time, but in the photo, he
seems like he’s the only person in the world.
“The images can be
printed large, but the bottom
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line is my eye. I could see
something quite different
from what you’re seeing and
stop and take that photograph because there’s something about the person or
locale that’s very appealing to
me,” Hartman said.
“I want to show beauty no
matter where, beauty and
style, whether it’s a young
fashionista walking down the
street, or a super-famous person. It reflects my interests.
I’ve always traveled as far
away as possible. I don’t know
Ohio but I know Mumbai. If
I’m on a plane I want to go to
someplace exotic and then
look forward to going to my
West Village.”
The Hostetler Gallery
walls are hung with a mix of
Hartman’s photos, blown up
and hung in two- to three-foot
frames. The pandemic has
created a completely new experience from the traditional
art opening, Hartman said.
She had grown accustomed to openings with hundreds of people browsing a
new collection inside a gallery,

sipping a tall glass of champagne. But on Saturday
night, she’ll be sitting on a
bench outside.
There’s a spirit to a weekend gallery opening Hostetler
wanted to preserve.
“Rose captures energy and
joy and beauty and style. To
me, so much of her work is
very
sculptural,”
said
Hostetler, whose late husband
David made a career as a
renowned wood and bronze
sculptor and art professor.
“I look at each piece and
she has caught gaze. Her
work is beyond capturing the
face and personality. You have
movie stars, they’re used to
posing, they have a face, they
know the best way to move
their face and Rose gets past
that and captures personality
and what I call the gaze.
There’s a heart and soul she
captures.”
The Hostetler Gallery, 42
Centre St., will host Rose
Hartman from 6-8 p.m. Saturday, July 25 for the opening
of her “Magical Glances” exhibit.
Powered by TECNAVIA
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